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§1469.4

§1469.4 Significant resource concerns.

(a) Soil quality and water quality are
nationally significant resource con-
cerns for all land uses.

(b) For each sign-up, the Chief may
determine additional nationally sig-
nificant resource concerns for all land
uses. Such significant resource con-
cerns will reflect pressing conservation
needs and emphasize off-site environ-
mental benefits. In addition, the Chief
may approve other priority resource
concerns for which enhancement pay-
ments will be offered for specific loca-
tions and land uses.

§1469.5 Eligibility requirements.

(a) In general—To be eligible to par-
ticipate in CSP:

(1) Applicants must meet the require-
ments for eligible applicants, including
any additional eligibility criteria and
contract requirements that may be in-
cluded in a CSP sign-up notice pursu-
ant to §1469.6(c);

(2) Land must meet the definition of
eligible land; and

(3) The application must meet the
conservation standards established
pursuant to this section.

(b) Applicants may submit only one ap-
plication for each sign-up. Producers
who are participants in an existing
conservation stewardship contract are
not eligible to submit another applica-
tion.

(c) Eligible applicants. To be eligible
to participate, an applicant must—

(1) Be in compliance with the highly
erodible land and wetland conservation
provisions found in 7 CFR Part 12;

(2) Have control of the land for the
life of the proposed contract period.

(i) The Chief may make an exception
for land allotted by the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs (BIA), Tribal land, or other
instances in which the Chief deter-
mines that there is sufficient assurance
of control; and

(ii) If the applicant is a tenant, the
applicant must provide NRCS with the
written evidence or assurance of con-
trol from the landowner;

(3) Share in risk of producing any
crop or livestock and be entitled to
share in the crop or livestock available
for marketing from the agricultural
operation (landlords and owners are in-
eligible to submit an application for
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exclusively cash rented agricultural
operations);

(4) Complete a benchmark condition
inventory for the entire agricultural
operation or the portion being enrolled
in accordance with §1469.7(a); and

(5) Supply information, as required
by NRCS, to determine eligibility for
the program, including but not limited
to information related to eligibility
criteria in the sign-up notice, and in-
formation to verify the applicant’s sta-
tus as a beginning or a limited resource
farmer or rancher.

(d) Eligible land:

(1) To be eligible for enrollment in
CSP, land must be:

(i) Private agricultural land;

(ii) Private non-industrial forested
land that is an incidental part of the
agricultural operation;

(iii) Agricultural land that is Tribal,
allotted, or Indian trust land;

(iv) Other incidental parcels, as de-
termined by NRCS, which may include,
but are not limited to, land within the
bounds of working agricultural land or
small adjacent areas (such as center
pivot corners, field borders, linear
practices, turn rows, intermingled
small wet areas or riparian areas); or

(v) Other land on which NRCS deter-
mines that conservation treatment will
contribute to an improvement in an
identified natural resource concern, in-
cluding areas outside the boundary of
the agricultural land such as
farmsteads, ranch sites, barnyards,
feedlots, equipment storage areas, ma-
terial handling facilities, and other
such developed areas. Other land must
be treated in Tier III contracts; and

(vi) A majority of the agricultural
operation must be within a watershed
selected for sign-up.

(2) The following land is not eligible
for enrollment in CSP:

(i) Land enrolled in the Conservation
Reserve Program;

(ii) Land enrolled in the Wetlands
Reserve Program;

(iii) Land enrolled in the Grassland
Reserve Program;

(iv) Public land including land owned
by a Federal, State or local unit of gov-
ernment;

(v) Land referred to in paragraphs
(d)(2)(1), (ii) (iii) and (iv) of this section
may not receive CSP payments, but
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